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MYRON H. SWENK 
A BIOGRAPHY 
By HARRY C. OBERHOLSER 
NUMBER I 
On July 17, 1941, the cause of science sustained a serious loss. 
The passing of Myron Harmon Swenk left a vacancy not only in hi; 
State of Nebraska but in those branches of natural science every' 
where in which he was most interested and to which his life was de-
voted. It seems unfortunate that human life is so short and that men 
and women who are able and useful cannot live to give mankind the 
full benefit of a long life experience. Many are taken away when 
at the peak of their activity and usefulness and the world is thus 
seriously deprived of services which without doubt would contrib-
ute much to humanity. Such a man was Myron Harmon Swenk. 
He was born at Polo, Ogle County, Illinois, on August 8, 1883. 
His father was Howard Swenk, who was born at Norristown, Penn-
sylvania, on August 27, 1858, and his mother, Susanne Harmon 
Swenk, first saw the light at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on May 8, 
1860. It is interesting, particularly today, to recall that some of My-
ron Swenk's ancestors helped in the transporting of supplies to 
Washington's army encamped during the terrible winter that was 
spent at Valley Forge. In 1885, when Myron Swenk was about two 
years old, his family removed to Nebraska, where they settled in 
Beatrice, living there until 1901, when they went to reside at Lin-
coln, Nebraska. 
It is seldom that an outstanding zoologist does not manifest his 
interest in the subject early in life, and Myron Swenk was no ex-
ception. When he was a boy about ten years old his interest in the 
out,of,doors began to develop, and he roamed the hills, the valleys, 
and the region of the Blue River about Beatrice, watching the birds 
and insects and studying the trees and other plants of the region, 
thus laying the foundation for his later studies. On these trips he 
was often accompanied by his father and even by his maternal 
grandfather, both of whom evidently encouraged his natural his-
tory studies. Further evidence of this is the fact that his father 
early taught him the use and handling of a gun. When he was fif. 
teen years of age, on May 5, 1898, he collected his first ornitho-
logical specimen, an Orange,crowned Warbler, near the old mill 
southeast of Beatrice, and this was really the beginning of his col· 
-l~ 
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lection of birds. One other bird was obtained by him during the 
same year, two others in the following year, and one in 1900. From 
that time on his interest in natural history rapidly increased. 
Myron Swenk received his early education in Beatrice, where 
he attended the publie schools from 1889 to 1901, when he was 
graduated there from high school. He was always a painstaking 
and industrious student, and it was his good fortune to have some 
excellent teachers, who are always a great inspiration to a student. 
The books that he sought he was helped to find by a good librarian, 
and this much aided him in his studies. He worked hard to earn his 
Epending money in those days in addition to his attendance on 
school. That he was much thought of by his fellow students and by 
his instructors is evidenced by the fact that he was on the debating 
team of the Beatrice High School from 1900 to 1901, and was the 
class orator in 1901. In 1901, after his graduation from high school, 
when his family removed to Lincoln, he there entered the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. From this institution he obtained the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in 1907 and Master of Arts in 1908. Further evi-
dence of his .excellence in college is his membership in Sigma Xi, 
Gamma Sigma Delta, Alpha Zeta, and Phi Sigma. During these 
years he maintained his chief interest in insects and birds, which re-
mained to the end of his life his main work. 
At the University of Nebraska he became a laboratory assis-
tant in entomology in 1904 and so continued until 1907, when he 
became adjunct professor, which position he held until 1910. He 
was assistant professor of entomology from 1910 to 1911; associ-
ate professor of entomology from 1911 to 1914; professor of eco-
nomic entomology from 1914 to'1925; and professor of entomology 
from 1925 to 1941. He was appointed Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Entomology in the University of Nebraska in 1919 and re-
mained also as professor of entomology until the time of his death. 
In addition to his work at the university as a teacher he was con-
nected with the Nebraska Agricultural Experiment Station, where 
he held the position of assistant station entomologist from 1913 to 
1919; of entomologist in 1919; assistant State entomologist from 
1908 to 1919; and State entomologist from 1919 to 1927. The 
work at the university made his life a busy one during the scholas-
tic year, while during the summer months he carried on his ento-
mological work at the State Agricultural Experiment Station. 
Professor Swenk, during the course of his active life, traveled 
extensively, covering much of the United States and southern Can-
ada, so that while much of his work pertained particularly to Ne-
braska, his outlook was broad and lacking in provinciality. His in-
terest in entomology, which, of course, was his chief profession, 
brought him linto close contact with entomological problems in a 
State which is vitally concerned with the effect of insects on agri-
cultural production. Grashoppers in Nebraska were a serious prob-
lem, and Professor Swenk gave close attention to the control of 
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these destructive insects. Not only did he carryon much research 
in this connection but he also directed and improved field opera-
tions for their control. His influence was largely responsible for the 
federal aid given to the State for control of grasshoppers and 
chinch bugs. In the early part of the decade beginning in 1930 
these pests, fostered by the drought, were unusually destructive in 
Nebraska. Also it happened that a large number of the farmers 
were in straitened financial condition. owing to the drought, which 
made it difficult if not impossible fot them to provide the proper 
means for control of these insect pests. Professor Swenk's labors in 
behalf of agriculture at this time were thus doubly important, and 
it is doubtful that he has ever received the full credit for his very 
productive efforts at that time. Many other problems in economic 
entomology received his attention, and his research and the appli-
cation of this to the problems in hand rendered a service to the 
State of Nebraska which is difficult to estimate. Throughout World 
War No.1 he served as entomologist in food crop conservation and 
as such rendered nationwide service. Professor Swenk's research in 
entomology, while primarily economic, covered a rather extensive 
range of interest. He was an authority on bees and two-winged 
flies, with particular reference to their taxonomy, and also studied 
the pollination of plants by insects. 
Scarcely second to his interest in entomology was his love for 
birds; and his activity in their study was great. He was particular-
ly attracted by the problems of their distribution and their eco-
nomic aspects. Some of his contributions to the econmic relations of 
birds have been published, and one particularly, that on the food 
habits of the Ring-necked Pheasant in Nebraska, is perhaps the 
best contribution to the subject. Some of his studies on the distri-
bution of North American birds, such as those on the status of the 
Whooping Crane, distribution of the Rose-breasted and Black-head-
ed Grosbeaks, Great Horned Owls, Yellow-breasted Chat, Dow-
itcher, the Eskimo Curlew, and others, are models of work of this 
kind, furnishing as they do a large number of data gathered 
both from literature and original observations. He was the author 
of or joint author of several lists of the birds of Nebraska, and 
up to the time of his death he kept his notes on the birds of the 
State up to date, which incidenally show that Nebraska has the 
third largest bird list of any State in the Union. He had in mind 
during the later years of his life the publica tin of an exhaustive 
work on the birds of Nebraska; but funds for this could not be ob-
tained, so he began by issuing installments consisting of a few 
species; and he had not advanced far in this project, only three in-
stallments of this having been published at the time of his death. He 
was also interested in taxonomic problems, and discovered a new 
subspecies of bird in Nebraska, which at the time of his death was 
left undescribed. His influence in ornithology is evidenced by the 
positions that he held. He was perhaps more than anyone else in-
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fluential in establishing the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, of 
which he was president in 1907 and for 29 years thereafter secre' 
tary-treasurer. He was also for one year, 1918 to 1919, president 
of the Wilson Ornithological Club. He also for many years edited 
the Proceedings of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, and from 
1933 was editor of of the Nebraska Bird Review. 
1,1ammals too were, though to a considerably less extent, one 
of his interests, and he studied them both from an economic as well 
as from a taxonomic point of view. He not only published a list of 
the mammals of Nebraska but described several new subspecies from 
this State. 
Professor Swenk's work as a teacher was outstanding in both 
entomology and ornithology, and it was indeed a privilege to be 
a student in one of his classes. He had the faculty of helpfulness 
without destroying the initiative of the student, and the ability to 
bring out the best in those with whom in this capacity he was as' 
sociated. 
To his ability as a teacher he added the qualities of administra' 
tion in no mean degree, and his department functioned efficiently 
and unobtrusively under his guiding hand. Not only did he carry 
on his own work effectively but he was deeply interested in the 
welfare of the university as an institution, and much of his time and 
effort was contributed to this end. He believed in the building up 
of a high standard of scholarship and labored constantly to maintain 
this in the university. He was associated with the work of the 
graduate college, and from 1912 to 1938 was chairman of the 
committee for graduate work on the campus of the agricultural col, 
lege of the University of Nebraska. A number of committees that 
had in charge the general administration of university matters found 
in Professor Swenk a valuable and hard'working member. In all 
these activities· his contribution to the welfare of the university and 
to his associates was unusually valuable. 
Professor Swenk's contributions to science, so far as it has been 
possible to determine, constitute 158 papers, of which 52 pertain to 
economic entomology, 23 to systematic entomology, 72 to ornithol, 
ogy, and 11 to mammalogy. During recent years he began the 
publication, financed from hilJ own funds, of a series of papers un' 
der the general title of Missouri Valley Fauna, dealing with dif' 
ferent phases of mammals, though largely systematic and distribu, 
tiona!' 
Some indication of his interest and of the appreciation of this 
interest by his colleagues is the list of organi4ations of which he was 
a member. These include, in addition to his honorary Greek letter 
societies, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
of which he was a fellow; American Association of Economic En' 
tomologists, of which he was an active member; American Orni' 
thologists' Union, of which he was a member; Wilson Ornithologi' 
cal Club, of which he was a sustaining member, Cooper Ornithologi, 
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cal Club, of which he was a member; Nebraska Ornithologists' Un-
ion, Nebraska Academy of Sciences, American Society of Mam-
malogists, of all of which he was a member; and the Wild Life 
Society, of which he was an active member. He also was a member 
of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia and the Ecolog-
ical Society of America. 
There were in the course of his active life a number of insects 
and one bird given names in his honor. The insects are: Halictus 
swen~i Crawford; Colletes myroni Cockerell; Stylops swen~i Pierce; 
Andrena swen~i Viereck; Perdita swen~i Crawford; Dianthidium 
parvum swen~i Schwarz. The bird is Otus asio swen~i Oberholser. 
Professor Swenk was married on April 24, 1918, to Jane 
Chandler Bishop of LaGrange, Indiana. Her great great grandfa-
ther, James Chandler, was fife major in the American Revolution. 
Thus she as. well as her husband were from ancestors who aided in 
achieving American independence; and it is unfortunate that Pro-
fessor Swenk himself did not live to aid in maintaining this independ-
ence in the present world catastrophe. The married life of these two 
people was ideal and an inspiration to all their friends and acquain-
tances. It would be difficult indeed to imagine a more congenial and 
beautiful companionship than existed between Professor and Mrs. 
Swenk. This undoubtedly contributed much to Myron Swenk's suc-
cess in life and to his personal serenity. 
It is unusual that a man becomes equally eminent.in two ma-
jor branches of zoology. Myron Swenk was equally a leader in 
entomology and ornithology, and it is not too much to say that in 
each of these sciences he was the outstanding influence in Nebraska. 
The State owes him mueh for his work in economic entomology. His 
efforts and his methods of control of grasshoppers contributed great-
ly to the welfare of the farmers of the State, and his studies of the 
economic relations of other insects were also important. The investi-
gations that he carried on for a long series of years in the State are 
applicable not only to Nebraska but to other plains states and even 
more generally. 
His influence on the development of ornithology in Nebraska 
is difficult to estimate. He was the guiding spirit for not only tech-
nical but distributional and economic ornithology in the State, and 
his ability to arouse the interest of others in bird work was re-
markable. Bird lovers in Nebraska owe Professor Swenk a great 
debt of gratitude for his efforts in building up a corps of bird 
enthusiasts in the State, of which the Nebraska Ornithologists' Un-
ion is one of the results. 
Not only was Myron Swenk a scientist, but he was an ardent 
conservationist as well, and his work in economic entomology and 
economic ornithology are concrete evidence of his attitude. He was 
a real naturalist, and in the collecting of specimens, which he neces-
sarily did as a means of forwarding scientific research, he followed 
the principle of a true naturalist by never wasting material once col-
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leered and never collecting more than was necessary or usable at 
the time of his investigation. Combining thus the principles of scien-
tific research and conservation his results were an object lesson to 
others. 
Myron Swenk's personal characteristics were in part responsible 
for his success. Quiet, unobtrusive, yet thorough and efficient, he 
accomplished an amazing amount of work often under difficult 
circumstances. His teaching was helpful to all those who came in 
contact with him, and! all his research was thoroughly, painstaking-
ly, and accurately done, as well as clearly presented. His real monu-
ment, however, is not so much his published contributions as the re-
sults of his personal contact with his fellow men. His memory will 
live in the hearts of those whose privilege it was to be associated with 
him in any capacity even longer than the printed record of his accom-
plishments. He was a gifted teacher, a painstaking scientist, a con-
vincing writer, a gentleman always, an invaluable citizen, and a 
loyal friend, who will ever remain an inspiration to those who come 
after him. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MYRON HARMON SWENK 
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DISTRIBUTION AND MIGRATION OF THE SOLITARY 
SANDPIPER IN NEBRASKA 
By 
MYRON H. SWENK AND EDSON FICHTER * 
The Solitary Sandpiper was described and given the scientific 
name 'Tringa solitaria by Wilson in 1813. This bird, which was the 
smaller race of the species, now known as the Eastern Solitary Sand-
piper, was reported by Wilson as inhabiting "the watery solitudes of 
our highest mountains during the summer, from Kentucky to New 
York." The species remained undivided until seventy-seven years 
later when Brewster (1890) recognized the larger western race and 
described it under the name 'T otanus solitarius cinnamomeus, basing 
his new subspecies upon specimens from Lower California (type, San 
Jose del Cabo, August 30,1887). Disregarding here the vacillations 
in generic designations between 1813 and the present, it is to be 
noted that the second edition of the A. O. U. Check List (1895) ac-
cepted the existence of a second and western form as established by 
Brewster. The third edition (1910) and fourth edition (1931) of 
the Check List have reaffirmed this treatment of the species** 
Swarth (1926) stated that he was not satisfied that this division 
into eastern and western races was justified. and expressed the view 
*This paper completed by the junior author after the passing of 
Prof. Swenk. 
**'Tringa solitaria solitaria Wilson (Eastern Solitary Sandpiper) 
'Tringa solitaria cinnamomea (Brewster) (Western Solitary Sand-
piper) 
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that "these two subspecies are, at best, poorly defined," and that 
there exists "no more satisfactory mode of dividing them than by re-
gard to the points of capture." The several distinguishing characters 
of the two as given by Brewster (1890) and Ridgway (1919) are, 
according to Swarth, "independently variable, so that a given speci· 
men may, on the basis of one certain feature, seem referable to the 
eastern subspecies, and to the western on just as strong resemblances 
in other respects." Brooks (192 7), commenting on Swarth's re-
port, points out that the eastern and western forms are readily separ-
ated in juvenile plumage, that the adults are separated with less ease, 
and that "the two are found together over the whole of the west" 
(Canada) during migration. Further analysing the systematic status 
of the Solitary Sandpiper, Swarth (1935) reiterates his disbelief "in 
the existence of two distinguishable geographic subspecies of 'T ringa 
so litaria" , and demonstrates that "series of specimens from various 
western localities .... are subspecifically indeterminable" on the 
basis of deductions drawn from "vague and complicated minor 
physical variations." 
After study of the available Nebraska specimens, the writers 
are of the opinion that distinguishable subspecies of the Solitary 
Sandpiper do occur. The characters employed in differentiating the 
specimens studied are as follows: 
Outer primary not marbled on inner web; spotting on back rather less 
extensive, whitish in both adults and juveniles in first fall plum-
age; size smaller, wing 4.90 to 5.25, averaging 5.04 inches (124 
to 133.5, averaging 128 mm.). 
EASTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER. 
Outer primary usually distinctly marbled on inner web, sometimes 
conspicuously so; spotting on back rather more extensive, whit-
ish in adults but cinnamoneous in juveniles in first fall plumage; 
size larger, wing 5.10 to 5.65, averaging 5.34 inches (129 to 
144.5, averaging 142 mm.). 
WESTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER. 
R. E. Weir, collecting in Monroe Canyon, Sioux County, Ne-
braska, in August of 1921, secured a specimen of the western race on 
the 29th of that month, and one of the eastern form on the following 
day. Catalog notes by Swenk on the first of these two Sioux Coun-
ty specimens state: "A large marbled area on the inner web of the 
outer primary; spotting on dark back fairly deep cinnamomeus; typi-
cally an immature specimen of the western form." Of the second 
specimen, Swenk's catalog notes record: "No I marbling on the inner 
web of the outer primary; spotting on dark back strongly tinged with 
cinnamomeus, but referred to solitaria because of unmarked primary 
and small size.:' 
Wolcott (1901) stated that the range of the Western Solitary 
Sandpiper was such that the subspecies could be looked for in west-
ern Nebraska. Bruner, Wolcott, and Swenk (1904) repeated this 
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information, and characterized the Eastern Solitary Sandpiper as "a 
common migrant; here in May and in September, and to be met with 
chiefly along creeks and i small streams. Recorded from all parts of 
the state." Swenk (1915; 1918; 1920) recorded the Eastern Soli-
tary Sandpiper as the only race of the species occurring in Nebraska, 
and this as "a common migrant." Subsequent examination of the 
Nebraska specimens available for study has shown that both the east-
ern and western races have a state-wide distrubution. Ten speci-
mens, five of each subspecies, have been examined. Of the eastern 
race, one is an adult male bird (mounted specimen) in the University 
of Nebraska State Museum (No. 268), collected by August Eiche at 
Greenwood, Cass County, Nebraska, on May 12, 1907. Another 
male, a juvenile, is in the collection of George E. Hudson, (No. 863), 
the bird having been collected by him near Sprague, Lancaster Coun-
ty, Nebraska, on October 2, 1937. An adult female bird was col-
lected at Halsey, Thomas County, Nebraska, by J. T. Zimmer (No. 
668, Zimmer collection) on July 17, 1912. A juvenile female bear-
ing the number N. O. U. 209, collected by R. E. Weir in Monore 
Canyon, Sioux County, Nebraska, on August 29, 1921, is in the col-
lection of the late Myron H. Swenk. R. A. Moser of Omaha has in 
his collection a juvenile female taken at South Omaha, Sarpy Coun-
ty, Nebraska, on August 18, 1940. The five specimens of the west-
ern form of the Solitary Sandpiper that have been studied are in the 
M. H. Swenk collection. A juvenile male (N. O. U. 208) was col-
lected by R. E. Weir in Monroe Canyon, on August 28, 1921, an 
adult male by M. H. Swenk at Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebras-
ka, on April 29, 1916 . Of the three specimens of adult females, one 
was taken at Karns, Keyapaha County, Nebraska, July 7, 1902, by 
M. H. Swenk, one at Inland, Clay County, Nebraska, on August 
12, 1918, by A. M. Brooking, and one at Lincoln by J. E. Wallace, 
in 1919. 
The first Nebraska record of the Solitary Sandpiper is that of 
Cassin (in Baird, 1858), who reported the following Nebraska lo-
calities of record and collection dates: Omaha City, Nebraska, April 
28, 1856; Sandhills, Nebraska, August 8 and 10, 1856, and Fort 
Union, Nebraska, July, 1856. Aughey (1878) recorded the Solitary 
Sandpiper as "only seen in Nebraska during its migrations. Have 
seen the young in Dakota County during August, and therefore 
must occasionally breed here." Taylor (1888) bri~fly pictured the 
species as "migratory; abundant. Summer resident; common. Ar-
rives in Apri1." Bruner (1896) quoted J. M. Bates as reporting the 
species breeding in Cherry County, and 1. S. Trostler who stated 
that the species was "a common migrant" at Omaha. Cary (1900) 
noted the bird as a "common migrant and summer resident" in the 
region of the Upper Elkhorn in Nebraska, and Hunter (1900) re-
ported it as a "frequent" member of the bird fauna of the Salt Basin, 
near Lincoln. The Solitary Sandpiper was reported at Chapman, 
Hamilton County, on June 30, 1891 by Graves (1901), and Tout 
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(1902) stated that the species was to be seen during migration at 
York, York County, Nebraska. Cary (1902) reported that the 
Solitary Sandpiper had been seen at Crawford, Dawes County, Ne' 
braska, on July 28, 1901, stating that the species was evidently a 
migrant. 
Bent (1929) states that "the only unquestioned eggs of the 
solitary sandpiper* that have been collected have come from Alberta 
where it is known to breed .... ", and that circumstances attendant 
upon reports of its breeding in Iowa, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, Maine, and Quebec "are such as to cause doubts con' 
cerning their authenticity, although it seems probable that the species 
did (and possibly still does) breed somewhere in eastern North 
America." Of the breeding range of the Western Solitary Sand, 
piper, Bent (Ioc. cit) says that "no unquestioned set of eggs .... has 
thus far been recorded", but that the subspecies probably breeds 
in western Alberta, Alaska, and British Columbia. Swarth (1935) 
reports that in the northwest the species "breeds frm northern Brit-
ish Columbia, east of the Coast Range, north to the limit of timber." 
That the Solitary Sandpiper breeds in Nebraska can not at this time 
be considered as established knowledge. 
Considering the Solitary Sandpiper as an undivided species, we 
find that the earliest definite springtime date of arrival in Nebraska 
is April 11, on which date in 1930 the species was noted in Hastings, 
Adams County (] &' Jo; L. O. 1. No. 50, p. 5, and No. 51, Supp., p. 
4). The next earliest spring dates are April 15, 1935, for Fairbury, 
Jefferson County (C; N. B. R. iii, pp. 92 and 108); April 16, 1939 
for Hastings (]; L. O. 1. No. 42, p 3, and No. 43, Supp., p. 4); 
April 17 in 1927 for Hastings (]; L. O. 1. No. 23, Supp. p 4) and in 
1936 for Fairbury (C; N. B. R. iv, p. 61); April 18, 1925 for Lin-
coln, Lancaster County (Wr; L. O. 1. No.5, p 3); April 19, 1928 
for Hastings (Sy; L. O. 1. No. 31, p. 4, and No. 33, Supp., p. 4); 
April 20 in 1925 for Fairbury (C; L O. 1. No 5, p. 3, and No.6, p. 
4) and in 1936 for Hastings (]; N. B. R. iv, p. 61); April 22 in 
1926 for Hastings (]; L. O. 1. No. 18, Supp. p. 4) and in 1928 for 
both Omaha, Douglas County (H; L. O. 1. No. 31, p. 3, and No. 
33, Supp., p. 4) and Red Cloud, Webster County (Ll; L. O. 1. No. 
32, p. 9, and No. 33, Supp., p. 4, and N. B. R. iv, p. 7); April 23 in 
1900 for Lincoln (Cr), in 1931 for Antioch, Sherdian County (KI; 
L. O. 1. No. 60, p. 10) and in 1935 for Hastings (] &' Jo; N. B. R. 
iii, pp 94 and 108); April 24, 1925 for Hastings (]; LO. 1. No.7, 
Supp., p. 4); April 25 in 1923 (Ll; N. B. R. ii, p. 7) and in 1931 
(Ll; L. O. 1. No. 60, p. 7 and No. 60, Supp., p. 4, and N. B. R. iii, 
p. 7) for Red Cloud; April 26 for Lincoln in both 1914 (D) and 
1926 (Wlm; L. O. 1. No. 18, Supp., p. 4), in 1926 for Omaha (Mi; 
L. O. 1. No. 18, Supp., p. 4), and in 1934 for Fairbury (C; N. B. R. 
ii, pp. 71 and 85), and April 27 in 1930 for Red Cloud (Ll; L. O. L 
*Eastern 
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No. 51, p. 10, and No. 51, Supp., p. 4, and N. B. R. iii, p. 7), in 
1935 for both Lincoln (Hu; N. B. R. iii, pp. 88 and 108) and North 
Platte (NPBC; N. B. R. iii, pp. 102 and 108), and in 1938 for 
Hastings (J; N. B. R. vi, p. 37), and in 1939 for Fairbury (C; N. 
B. R. vii, p. 38). Cassin (1858) records a specimen taken at Omaha 
on April 28, 1856 by Dr. F. V. Hayden, with Lieutenant Warren's 
expedition (female, No. 4866, U. S. N. M.). On April 29, 1916, 
an adult male specimen was taken by M. H. Swenk at Capital Beach, 
Lincoln, sight records being made by Dawson on the same day at 
Lincoln, and on this date at Hastings in 1932 (BBC; 1. O. I. No. 
66, p. 8, and No. 66, Supp., p. 4), in 1934 (BBC; N. B. R. ii, pp. 72 
and 85), and 1937 (Jo; N. B. R. v. p. 60). There are five April 
30 dates including one for Peru in 1910 (S); two for Lincoln, in 
1909 (Z) and in 1911 (D & Z); and two for Fairbury, in 1933 (C; 
N. B. R. i, pp. 70 and 76 and in 1938 (C; N. B. R. vi, p. 37. Given 
on N. B. R. vi, p. 11, erroneously as May 1, 1938). Remaining 
available spring dates for Nebraska range from May 1 to May 30 
and the height of the spring migration appears to be reached during 
the last week of April and the first two weeks of May. 
First dates of spring arrival at Lincoln in 38 years were 
April 18, 1925 (Wr.iloc. cit.), April 23, 1900 (Cr. lac. cit.), April 
26,1914 (D), April 26,1926 (Wlm, lac. cit.), April 27,1935 (Hu. 
loco cit.) April 29, 1916 (D), April 29, 1916 (S. Adult male speci-
men), April 30,1909 (Z), April 30,1911 (D &IZ), May 1, 1919 
(D), May 1, 1927 (Ty; 1. O. I. No. 23, Supp., p. 4), May 3, 1916 
(D), May 4, 1899 (Wo) , May 4, 1913 (D &Z),May 4, 1917 (M), 
May 5, 1898 (In), May 6, 1899 (Wo), May 6, 1911 (D), May 6, 
1912 (S), May 7,1910 (Z), May 7, 1911 (D), May 7, 1916 (D), 
May 8, 1920 (M), .May 8, 1932 (Hu), May 10, 1913 ( S & Z), 
May 11,1912 (S & La), May 12,1912 (D'& S), May 12,1919 (D 
& S), May 12, 1919 (D), May 12, 1920 (M), May 13, 1897 (R), 
May 13, 1907 (Ei), May 13, 1917 (D), May 13, 1919 (D), May 
21, 1899 (Wo), May 22, 1899 (Ei) and May 28, 1910 (Z), an av-
erage date of about May 8 or 9. 
First dates of spring arrival at Fairbury, Jefferson County, in 
14 years were April 15, 1935 (C. lac. cit.), April 17, 1936 (C. lac. 
cit.), April 20, 1925 (C. loco cit.), April 26, 1934 (C. lac. cit.), 
April 27, 1939 (C. lac. cit.), April 30, 1933 (C; N. B. R. i. pp. 70 
and 76), April 30, 1938 (C; N. B. R. vi. p. 37. Given on N. B. R. 
vi. p. 11, erroneously as May 1, 1938), May 6, 1929 (C; 1. O. I. 
No. 43, Supp., p. 4), May 10,1935 (FBC; N. B. R. iii, p. 93), May 
10, 1940 (C; N. B. R. viii, p. 77), May 12, 1927 (C; 1. O. I. No. 
23, Supp., p. 4), May 13, 1933 (31st N. O. U. Field Day, N. B. R. 
i, p. 104), May 19, 1926 (C; 1. O. I. No. 18, Supp., p. 4). First 
dates of spring arrival in south-central Nebraska, in 16 years were 
April 11, 1930 (J & Jo. lac. cit.), April 16, 1926 (J & Jo. lac. cit.), 
April 17, 1927 (Jo. lac. cit.), 'April 19, 1928 (Sy. lac. cit.), April 
20,1936 (]o.loc. cit.), April 22,1926 (]o. lac. cit.), April 23,1935 
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(J &' Jo. loco cit.), April 24, 1925 (Jo. loco cit.), April 27, 1938 (Jo. 
loco cit.), April 28, 1931 (Jo. loco cit.), April 29, 1932 (BBC, loco 
cit.), April 29, 1934 (BBC, loco cit.), April 29, 1937 (Jo. loco cit.), 
May 2, 1940 (J & Jo; N. B. R.I viii, p. 77) May 5, 1933 (J &' Jo; N 
B.. R.. i. pp. 72 and 76), May 7, 1940 (BBC; N. B. R. L. O. I. No. 
60, p. 10), May 14, 1926 (25th N. O. U.'Fie1d Day, L. O. I. No. 
23, p. 4), May 18,1929 (BBC; L. O. I. No. 43, p. 8), May 18, 1940 
(BBC; N. B. R. viii, p. 86), May 19, 1927 (BBC; L. O. I. No. 32, 
p. 9), May 20,1933 (BBC; N. B. R. i, p. 80), May 22, 1930 (BBC; 
L. O. I. No. 51, p. 12), May 22,1937 (BBC; N. B. R. v, p. 71). 
Two dates of spring arrival of the Solitary Sandpiper at North 
Platte, Lincoln County, which fall within the three week interval 
previously indicated as being marked by the height of spring migra-
tion for this species in eastern Nebraska, are April 27, 1935 (NPBC. 
loco cit.), and May 9,1939 (W; N. B. R. vii, p. 38). 
The Solitary Sandpiper has been recorded as "common in migra-
tions at Stapleton, Logan County, by Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Glandon 
(N. B. R. ii, p. 3), with definite spring arrival dates of May 1, 1935 
(G; N. B. R. iii, p. 103) and May 20, 1934 (G; N. B. R. ii, p. 85). 
Dates of first arrival at Antioch, in two springs were April 23, 1931 
(KI; loco cit.), and May 4,1933 (Kl; N. B. R. i, p. 75). 
J. S. Hunter reported the Solitary Sandpiper in Cherry Coun-
ty, June 3 to 10, 1900, and IRobert Overing (L. O. I. No. 44, p. 3) 
found it at Omaha on June (5, 1929. A specimen was taken by 
Swenk at Beatrice on June 3, 1899. 
Again taking the Solitary Sandpiper as an undivided species, 
the very beginning of the return migration takes places in July. 
Bent (1929) records July 3 as a first date of arrival in the fall migra-
tion at Valentine, Cherry County, Nebraska. Another early July 
date is July 7 for both 1902 at Carns, Keyapaha ,County, on which 
date Swenk collected a female in that locality, and 1937 for Staple-
ton (G &' Vi; N. B. R. v, 2). Other July dates range from the 
11th to the 31st. D. H. Talbot reported the Solitary Sandpiper at 
Ponca, Dixon County, on July 11, 1884. The species was seen at 
Lincoln on July 13, 1913 (D) and July 15,1917 (D), and at Staple-
tn on July 15, 1935 (G; N. B. R. iv, p. 18). J. T. Zimmer col-
lected an adult female on July 17, 1912 at Halsey, Thomas County. 
Dawson reports the species at Lincoln on July 20, 1913 and July 22, 
1917. A pair was seen by Swenk at Carns on both July 21 and 22, 
1902 and Miss Margaret Diemer (N. B. R. iii, p. 150) reported a 
"few" at Hastings on July 21, 1935. The species was "clearly seen 
at Capitol Beach", Lincoln, by Dawson on July 25, 1913 on which 
date in 1915 and 1917 it was also reported by Dawson from Lin-
coln. Late July dates of fall migration are July 28, 1912 for Lincoln 
(D), July 30 and 31,1916 for Mitchell, Scotts Bluff County (D (# 
Mi) and July 31,1932 for Hastings (Di; L. O. I. No. 67, p. 3). The 
fall migration appears heaviest during August, continuing slowly 
thereafter until late fall. The latest available Solitary Sandpiper 
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date is from Ashland, Saunders County, in 1900 when R. H. Wol-
cott reported the species in that locality on October 20. Extreme 
dates of fall migration through Nebraska are, therefore, July 3 to 
October 20, principal dates falling during the latter half of August, 
but with no decided peak. 
First dates of fall arrival at Hastings in 4 years were July 21, 
1935 (Di; N. B. R. iii, p. 150), July 31,1932 (Di; L. O. I. No. 67, 
p. 3), August 7,1932 (Di; L. O. I. No. 67, p. 3), September 9,1934 
(Di; N. B. R. iii, p. 36) and September 22, 1932 (BBC; L. O. I. 
No. 67, p. 4). Dates of fall arrival at Lincoln in 39 years were July 
13,1913 (D),'July 15, 1917 (D), July 20,1913 (D), July 22,1917 
(D), July 25, 1913 (D), July 25, 1915 (D), July 28, 1912 (D), 
August 4,1920 (Mi), August 9, 1900 (Hn), August 9, 1914 (D), 
August 10, 1915 (D), August 21, 1935 (Wr; N .B. R. iv, p. 86), 
August 22, 1916 (Mi), August 27, 1920 (Mi) , August 28, 1920 
(Mi), August 30, 1914 (D), September 2, 1897 (Ri), September 2, 
1919 (Mi) , September 6, 1900 (Cr), September 10, 1899 (Wo), 
September 13, 1914 (D), September 18, 1917 (D), September 20, 
1914 (D), September 24, 1898 (Wo), September 29, 1900 (Wo) 
and September 30, 1899 (W 0) . 
The names of the persons and organiz.ations responsible for the 
migration dates used are indicated in the text by symbols, of which 
the following is the key BBC-Brooking Bird Club, C-Misses Susie 
and Agness Callaway, Cr-Merritt Cary, D-R. W. Dawson, Di-Miss 
Margaret Diemer, E-August Eiche, FBC-Fairbury Bird Club, G-E. 
W. Glandon, H-L. O. Horsky, Hn-J. S. Hunter, Hu-George E. Hud-
son, }Mrs. A. H. Jones, In-H. C. Jones, Jo-Mrs. A. M. Jones, KI-F. 
J. Keller, Ll-Charles Ludlow, La-H. B. Lowry, L. O. I.-Letter of In-
formation of the N. O. U., M-C. E. Mickel, Mi-C. A. Mitchell, N. 
B. R.-Nebraska Bird Review, N. O. U.-Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union, NPBC-North Platte Bird Club, S-M. H. Swenk, Sy-Miss M. 
Caryle Sylla, Ty-Mrs. Fred Tyler, Vi-Glen Viemeyer, Wlm-Leighton 
Williams, Wo-R. H. Wolcott, Wr-J. G. Worley, and Z-John T. 
Zimmer. 
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MINUTES OF THE FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
The forty-third annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithol-
ogists' Union and the fortieth annual field day were held in Om-
aha, Nebraska, on Saturday and Sunday respectively, May 16 and 
17, 1942. The Omaha Nature Study Club, Fontenelle Forest As-
sciation and the Bird Students of Omaha were hosts. Sessions were 
held in Joslyn Memorial. Registration began at 10:00 A.M., with 
Mrs. S. A. Perkins and Mrs. G. E. Winslade, Jr., in charge. 
The business session was called to order at eleven-thirty by 
the president, Mrs. Wilson Tout, who is a charter member of the 
organization. 
A report from the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Earl W. 
Glandon was read hy Treasurer L. M. Gates as follows: 
May I, 1941 May 1, 1942 
Members holding Honorary Membership.. 6 7 
Members holding Sustaining Membership.. 8 7 
Members holding Active Memhership.... 31 35 
Members holding Associate Membership.. 96 72 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 141 121 
Additions to Membership Roll ........................................ 3 
Memberships renewed ..... _ .................................................. 3 
Members Changed from Sustaining to Active ................ 1 
Members Changed from Associate to Active .................. 6 
Members Changed from Active to Associate ................ 6 
N. O. U. Members deceased ........................................... 4 
Dropped from Membership Roll for Delinquency ........ 26 
The addition of 7 new members following this report increased 
the total Membership to 128. 
A report from Treasurer L. M. Gates was then presented 
which may be summariz.ed as follows: 
RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand May 1, 1941 ......... __ .......................................... $75.93 
6 Sustaining Membership annual dues for 1941-42 ............ 30.00 
2 Associate Membership annual dues for 1940-41 ................ 2.00 
33 Active Membership annual dues for 1941-42 .................... 66.00 
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49 Associate Membership annual dues for 1942-43 _______________ _ 
2 Active Membership annual dues for 1942-43 _____ _ 
5 Associate Membership dues for 1942-43 __________________________ _ 
Sale of Publications _________________________________ ...... _ .. ____ .. _. __ ........... _ .. 
Postage received for Sale of Publication ____ .. _ ....... ___ .. _____ .... .. 
1 Subscription to the Review received for the year 1940 . __ _ 
1 Subscription to the Review received for the year 1942 . __ . 
9 Subscriptions to the Review received for the year 1942 .. .. 
Exchange for check ..... __ ..... _. __ .... ____ ... ________ ..... _ ... _. ____ ._ .......... __ . 
23 
49.00 
4.00 
5.00 
7.75 
.50 
1.00 
1.00 
9.00 
.10 
$251.28 
EXPENDITURES 
Expenses of Corresponding Secretary (Postage & Stationery) $ 8.49 
12.81 
7.76 
127.00 
.30 
Postage & Envelopes for office of Editor-Custodian __ .. __ .... .. 
Cut of Professor Swenk . __ ._. __ .............. ______ .. _ ... ____ . __ ... _. __ .. _ .. . 
Printing 1941 issue of Nebraska Bird Review __ . ______ ......... __ .. 
Charge on Bank Account .... ___ ._. ___ .. __ . __ ._ ... _ ........... _ .. __ .... __ ...... . 
Postage received from Moore-Cottrell Subscription Agencies, 
Inc., and used by office of Treasurer ____ ._ ... _ ..... _. ____ .. _ .... 
Balance on hand May I, 1942 ._._ ......... ___ ... ____ . __ ...... ___ _ 
Respectfully submitted, 
.50 
93.97 
$251.28 
L. M. GATES, 'Treasurer. 
On motion the report was received and referred to an audit-
ing committee, Mrs. S. A. Perkins and Mrs. G. E. Winslade, Jr. 
The proposal of names and election of new members was next 
in the order of business. The following were proposed by Mr. 
Gates: Miss Elizabeth Rooney, Omaha, (associate) re-instated; 
Mr. Eddie Brown, Kearney, (active); Miss Alice Von Bergen, 
Omaha, (active). Dr. Moser proposed the names of Mrs. Floyd S. 
Clarke, Omaha, (active); Dr. J. Prentice Wendland, Omaha, (asso-
ciate); Miss Gussie Koehler, Omaha, (associate); Mr. Walter A. 
Staher, Omaha, (associate); Mrs. C. L. Bantin, Omaha, (active); 
and Miss Flora Lake, Omaha, (associate). All were elected to mem-
bership by the casting of a unanimous vote. The morning session 
adjourned until 1 :45 P.M. 
At the beginning of the afternoon business session a motion 
was made and carried to dispense with reading of the minutes of 
the 1941 meeting as a transcript of same is printed in the Janu-
ary-June, 1941, issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 
The report of the nominating committee, Mr. Horsky, Chair-
man, Miss Mary Ellsworth and Mrs. Lily R. Button, was read as 
follows: For President-Dr. R. Allyn Moser, Omaha; Vice Presi-
dent-Mr. Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton; Corresponding Secretary-
Mrs. Myron H. Swenk, Lincoln; Recording Secretary-Mrs. A. H. 
Jones, Hastings; Treasurer-Mr. L. M. Gates, Lincoln; Editor-Cus-
todian-Mr. F. W. Haecker, Omaha. Nominations were invited 
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from the floor. By motion nominations were closed and the secre-
tary instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the candidates as 
nominated. 
The special committee represented by Edson Fichter reported 
on the investigation of the egg collection belonging to the N. O. U. 
This collection is housed in the Nebraska University Museum. The 
report was as follows: Eggs from 117 species, 315 sets, 9 missing 
and 1249 eggs. The committee was asked to continue. The name 
of Mr. W. LeRoy Wilcox was also added to this committee. Mr. 
Fichter announced Mrs. Myron H. Swenk's gift to the University 
Museum of the scientific bird skin collection belonging to the late 
Professor Myron H. Swenk. 
The names of N. O. U. Members deceased during the past 
year were noted with regret: Prof. Myron H. Swenk, Mrs. Addison 
E. Sheldon, Mr. William C. Craig and Mr. Joseph Baldrige. The 
Members stood in silent tribute. 
An invitation to the N. O. U. to meet in Lincoln in 1943 was 
extended by Mrs. Myron H. Swenk in behalf of the Cornhusker 
Hotel. This was referred to the executive committee. The meeting 
adjourned until the afternoon. 
Mr. D. F. Meinz.inger, substituting for the Park Comissiner, 
Roy N. Towl, welcomed the N. O. U. to the city. Mr. Frank H. 
Shoemaker of Lincoln showed hand colored slides of Nebraska Fauna 
and Flora. These were selected from a large collection of his pho' 
tographs extnding over a long period of years. 
Dr. Harold Gifford, son of the former owner of the Great Blue 
Heron Rookery in Pottowattamie County, Iowa, spoke on the pres-
ent status of the heronry, illustrating with motion pictures. The 
Gifford estate was terminated in January, 1942, and this tract of 
40 acres was given by the heirs to the State of Iowa, to be admin-
istered by the Iowa State Conservation Commission as a Wild Life 
Sanctuary. 
The paper, "The Vanishing Birds of Nebraska", written by 
Mr. A. M. Brooking of Hastings, was read by Mrs. A. M. Brook-
ing. Personal observations made by Mr. Brooking over a period of 
fifty years included data on such interesting species as Eskimo Cur-
lew, Carolina Paroquet, Trumpeter Swan, Passenger Pigeon and 
Whooping Crane. 
American Bird Songs as recorded by the Laboratory of Orni-
thology, Cornell University, was presented by Dr. R. Allyn Moser, 
and formed a pleasing part of the afternoon's prgram. 
Adjournment followed with the members reconvening at the 
Elks Club at 6:30 for the banquet. William Kyles, baritone singer, 
entertained the group during dinner. 
The program following the dinner was presented in the lec-
ture Hall of Joslyn Memorial. Dr. Charles A. Stewart with his 
kodachrome pictures illustrated nature in her varying moods in 
"Wanderings Through Fontenelle Forest". "Wings in Color", 
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shown by Mr. W. LeRoy Wilcox, were motion pictures of birds in 
natural color. They were taken by Mr. Wilcox while visiting the 
Audubon Sanctuary in Florida and during some of his frequent 
trips to Wyoming. 
The Forty-third Annual Meeting concluded with the announce-
ment of the Field Trip. 
• The 1942 Registration was as follows: Members: F. J. Ad-
ams, Mrs. A. M. Brooking, Miss Bertha Calvert, Mrs. Floyd Clarke, 
Miss Mary Ellsworth, Miss Emma Ellsworth, Edson Fichter, Mrs. 
H. L. Fabrique, LeRoy M. Gates, Mrs. LeRoy M. Gates, Harold 
Gifford, Mrs. L. O. Horsky, L. O. Horsky, Mrs. A. H. Jones, Mar-
tin E. Larson, Amy C. Lawton, R. A. Moser, Mary Loomis Per-
kins, Walter A. Stohrer, Mrs. Myron H. Swenk, Mrs. Wilson 
Tout, Ralph Velich, Miss Alice Von Bergen, J. Prentice Wend-
land, Mrs. G. E. Winslade, Jr., Miss Susan Wilson, W. LeRoy Wil-
cox, Miss Gussie Koehler, Miss Flora Lake. Guests: Mrs. J. R. 
Glassey, Mrs. Arthur Grier, Mrs. F. W. Haecker, Miss Martha Hoff-
man, Roy Muller, S. A. Perkins, F. J. Pipal, Mrs. A. W. Raabe, 
Miss Clarice Seldomridge, Miss Delia Tartsch, Frank H. Shoemak-
er, Mrs. W. L. Wilcox, G. E. Winslade, Jr. 
MRS. A. H. JONES, Recording Secretary. 
REPORT OF THE FORTIETH ANNUAL FIELD DAY 
OF THE 
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
On Sunday, May 17, 1942, the fortieth annual field day of 
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union was held in the vicinity of 
Omaha. 
Twenty-eight Members assembled outside Joslyn Memorial at 
7:30 A.M. The trip included the mud flats south of the city where 
a few water birds were observed and Fontenelle Forest where a 
count of land birds was made. 
At twelve-thirty a hot lunch was served at Mandan Park. Aft-
er luncheon the composite list was compiled, which with a few ad-
ditional records made in the afternoon, totaled 101 species. Because 
of heavy rains during the night the afternoon visit to the Great 
Blue Heron rookery was cancelled. The total list was as follows: 
Pied-billed Grebe, Great Blue Heron, E. Green Heron, Amer-
ican Bittern, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, N. Red-shouldered Hawk, 
E. Sparrow Hawk, Ring-necked Pheasant, Semipalmated Plover, 
Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, E. Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellow-
legs, Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Ring-billed Gull, Franklin's Gull, Rock Dove, W. Mourning Dove, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift, Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, E. Belted Kingfisher, N. Flicker, Red-bellied 
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Woodpecker, Red-headed Woodpecker, E. Hairy Woodpecker, N. 
Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, N. Crest-
ed Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, Prairie Horned Lark, Bank Swallow, Rough-
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, E. Crow, 
Long-tailed Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
W. House Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, E. Robin, Wood 
Thrush, E. Hermit Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, E. Bluebird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Cedar Waxwing, Star-
ling, White-eyed Vireo, Bell's Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-
headed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, E. Warbling Vireo, Tennessee 
Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, E. Yellow Warbler, Black-
throated Green Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, 
Oven-Bird, Louisiana Water-Thrush, Kentucky Warbler, Mourn-
ing Warbler, N. Yellow-throat, Yellow-breasted Chat, American 
Redstart, English Sparrow, E. Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, E. Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore 
Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, E. Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, E. Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, E. Goldfinch, 
Red-eyed Towhee, E. Savannah Sparrow, E. Lark Sparrow, E. Chip-
ping Sparrow, W. Field Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, and 
Swamp Sparrow. 
Because of war conditions and the tire situation in particular 
the Executive Committee of the N. O. U.decided this year not to 
hold the annual meeting in the western part of the state as planned. 
It was thought necessary to hold the meeting at a point more cen-
trally located as to N. O. U. membership and easily reached by 
rail, and inasmuch as an invitation was extended by, Omaha, that 
city was chosen. However, because of the unusual situation it was 
suggested that N. o. U. members in different localities throughout 
the state, who were unable to attend the Omaha meeting, hold 
field days of their own, and the results of these are recorded here-
with: 
Fairbury 
The Fairbury Nature Union took a field trip in the vicinity of 
Fairbury on Friday, May 15, 1942. The party was composed of 
Mesdames Charles Richardson, McCoy and McAllister, also Miss-
es Bertha Holly, Fannie Cross, Margarete Chambers, Agness and 
Susie Calla way. The list of 75 species recorded is as follows: 
Eared Grebe, Pied-billed Grebe, American Pintail, Blue-winged 
Teal, Marsh Hawk, E. Bob-white, American Coot, Killdeer, Wil-
son's Snipe, Greater Yellow-legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sand-
piper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Sanderling, Black Tern, W. Mourn-
ing Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, E. Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, E. 
Belted Kingfisher, N. Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-head-
ed Woodpeckr, N. Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkan-
sas Kingbird,. N. Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Wood 
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Pewee, Prairie Horned Lark, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swal-
low, Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, E. Crow, Long-tailed Chick-
adeE', Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, W. House Wren, 
E. Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, E. Robin, Wood 
Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, E. Bluebird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 
Cedar Waxwing, Migrant Shrike, Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, E. 
Warbling Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, E. Yellow Warbler, Black-
poll Warbler, N. Yellow-throat, American Redstart, E. Meadow-
lark, Western Meadowlark, E. Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore 
Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, E. Cowbird, E. Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Dickcissel, N. Pine Siskin, E. Goldfinch, Arctic Towhee, 
W. Grasshopper Sparrow, E. Lark Sparrow, Clay-colored Spar-
row, W. Field Sparrow, and Harris's Sparrow. 
The above report was submitted by Miss Susie Callaway of 
Fairbury. 
Superior 
At Superior, N. O. U. members and other bird students held 
their field day on May 14. The group was led by Mrs. L. H. Mc-
Killip of Seward and Mrs. H. C. Johnston of Superior. These two 
ardent bird students, both past-presidents of the N. O. u., have spent 
some time "birding" together each spring since 1911 with the ex-
ception of two years, during one of which Mrs. Johnston was on a 
trip around the world, while Mrs. McKillip was absent the other 
spring, being in California. The list of 68 species observed is as 
follows: 
E. Green Heron, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Marsh Hawk, 
Osprey, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, E. Soli-
tary Sandpiper, Franklin's Gull, Common Tern, W. Mourning 
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Great Horned Owl, Chimney Swift, 
N. Flicker, Red-headed Woodpecker, E. Hairy Woodpecker, N. 
Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, N. 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Least Flycatcher, Prairie 
Horned Lark, Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, N. Blue 
Jay, E. Crow, Long-tailed Chickadee, W. House Wren, E. Mock-
ingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, E. Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-
backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, E. Bluebird, Blue-gray Gnat-
catcher, Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, E. Warbling Vireo, E. Yel-
low Warbler, N. Prairie Warbler, N. Yellow-throat, Yellow-breast-
ed Chat, American Redstart, English Sparrow, Western Meadow-
lark, E. Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed 
Grackle, E. Cowbird, E. Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Rocky 
Mountain Grosbeak, W. Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcis-
sel, N. Pine Siskin, E. Goldfinch, Red-eyed Towhee, E. Lark Spar-
row, Clay-colored Sparrow and Harris's Sparrow. -
On Sunday, May 17, Mrs. McKillip and Mrs. Johnston added 
Tennessee Warbler, Black-poll Warbler and Oven-bird to their list. 
Mrs. Earle Lionberger of Superior who sent in the above re-
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port also advises that a great scarcity of Catbirds has been noted 
this season in the Superior vicinity, and an unusual abundance of 
Yellow Warblers and Orchard Orioles. 
Hastings 
The annual field day of the ,Brooking Bird Club was held Sat-
urday, May 9th, 1942. The party consisting of sixteen members of 
the club met at the City Auditorium at seven o'clock, and after vis-
iting favorite bird haunts at Prospect Park, Nashes Grove and Crys-
tal Lake, proceeded leisurely to the Joe Davis cabin on the Blue 
River. After a sumptious lunch a business meeting was held in which 
officers were elected for the coming year. They were: President, 
Don Karr; Vice President, Wm. Jaques; Secretary, Mrs. A. M. 
Brooking. The compiled list for the day included one hundred three 
species and subspecies. This is a trifle less than in some previous 
years due to the absence of several common water birds which 
seemed to be late in arriving this season. The list was, however, the 
largest of the five field days held, topping by two the list made at 
Omaha, where the official N. O. U. meeting was held. The Omaha 
field day was held on May 17th and was somewhat hampered by 
bad weather. The Hastings list is as follows: 
E. Green Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bit-
tern, Common Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, E. Red-tailed 
Hawk, Swainson's Hawk, American Rough-legged Hawk, Marsh 
Hawk, E. Sparrow Hawk, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, Upland 
Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, E. Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellow-
legs, Baird's Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Black Tern, W. 
Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, W. Burrowing Owl, Sen-
nett's Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, E. Belted Kingfisher, N. Flick-
er, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-headed Woodpecker, E. Hairy 
Woodpecker, N. Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas 
Kingbird, N. Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Say's Phoebe, 
Least Flycatcher, Eastern Wood Pewee, Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Prairie Horned Lark, Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, N. Cliff Swal-
low, Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, White-necked Raven, E. 'Crow, 
Long-tailed Chickadee, Brown Creeper, W. House Wren, E. Mock-
ingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, E. Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-
backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, E. Bluebird, Migrant Shrike, 
Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, E. Warbling Vireo, Tennessee Warb-
ler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Nashville Warbler, E. Yellow Warb-
ler, Myrtle Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, Louisiana Water-Thrush, 
N. Yellow-throat, American Redstart, English Sparrow, Bobolink, 
E. Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, E. Red-wing, Orchard Ori-
ole, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, E. Cowbird, E. Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Rocky Mountain Grosbeak, Indigo Bunt-
ing, Lazuli Bunting, Dickcissel, N. Pine Siskin, E. Goldfinch, Arc-
tic Towhee, Lark Bunting, E. Savannah Sparrow, W. Grasshopper 
Sparrow, E. Vesper Sparrow, E. Lark Sparrow, E. Tree Sparrow, 
E. Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow, 
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White-crowned Sparrow, Gambers Sparrow, White-throated Spar-
row, Lincoln's Sparrow and Dakota Song Sparrow. 
The most outstanding record of the day was that of the White-
necked Raven which was seen by Mr. and Mrs. Garland Baker, 
Mrs. Davis and Mr. Brooking. There was no doubt of its identity 
for it was close to the road west of Brickton and was approached 
to within such a short distance that the fringe of white feathers 
surrounding its throat was distinctly seen by everyone in the car. 
In contrast to the crows which were fairly numerous in the locality 
it was very tame and its larger size was commented upon. The only 
other record of this rare bird for this vicinity was made when the late 
George Maxwell shot a pair north of Holstein about ten miles west 
of where this bird was seen. This was on April 15, 1927. The bod-
ies were later found and positively identified by the late Professor 
Myron H. Swenk and the remains are now preserved in the Hast-
ings Museum collection. Mr. Brooking is of the opinion that this 
raven may be much commoner in this section than is generally sup-
posed, for the casual observer would easily mistake it for the com-
mon crow. 
North Platte 
The composite list of birds reported at the Field Day of the 
North Platte Bird Club, May 16,1942 (is transmitted below). Thir-
teen members went to Stenger's Grove at sunrise and returned about 
9:30 A.M. Then various groups observed birds during the day. In 
the evening a picnic was held at the Smith home and the composite 
list was made up from the individual lists. Among those present 
were Messrs. Romigh, Glandon, Middleton, Tout, McCabe, Welch, 
and Frank; Mesdames Romigh, Glandon, Middleton, Wilson, Hoil-
man, Cotterell, Smith, and Collister, and Misses Gates, Tout, Jen-
sen, Heller, Feather, and Middleton. 
WILSON TOUT, Secretary.* 
The North Platte list of 91 forms is as follows: 
Eared Grebe, Pied-billed Grehe, American Bittern, Common 
*It is interesting to note that the N. O. U.'s two charter mem-
bers, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Tout, were both busy at their respective 
tasks and continuing their life-long hobby of bird study at annual 
meeting time this year. Mr. Tout, past president, was present at 
the North Platte Bird Club meeting of which he and Mrs. Tout 
have long been leaders. Mrs. Tout, much beloved and respected pres-
ident of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, was at Omaha, in the 
opposite end of the state, presiding over the state-wide organization 
which she headed, and which was there in session at the time. The 
sad and untimely passing of Mrs. Tout since that meeting and just 
before this issue went to press is reported elsewhere. Mrs. Tout did 
live to complete her year as president of the N. O. U. forty-three 
years after its founding in which she and MI'. Tout participated.-Ed. 
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Mallard, American Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Canvas-
back, Ruddy Duck, Marsh Hawk, E. Sparrow Hawk, Greater Prairie 
Chicken, E. Bob-white, Kildleer, Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Lesser Yellow-legs, Wilson's Phalarope, Franklin's Gull, Black Tern, 
W. Mourning Dove, E. Screech Owl, E. Belted Kingfisher, N. Flick-
er, Red-headed Woodpecker, E. Hairy Woodpecker, N. Downy 
Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, N. Crested 
Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Say's Phoebe, Desert Horned Lark, Barn 
Swallow, N. Cliff Swallow, Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, American 
Magpie, E. Crow, Long-tailed Chicadee, W. House Wren, W. 
Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, E. Robin, Wood Thrush, 
Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, E. Bluebird, Cedar 
Waxwing, White-rumped Shrike, Starling, Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed 
Vireo, E. Warbling Vireo, Black and White Warbler, E. Yellow 
Warbler, Oven-bird, W. Yellow-throat, Long-tailed Chat, Ameri-
can Redstart, Bobolink, E. Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, Yel-
low-headed Blackbird, Thick-billed Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Bal-
timore Oriole, Bullock's Oriole, Brewer's Blackbird, Bronzed Grackle, 
E. Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, E. Cardinal, Rocky Mountain Gros-
beak, W. Blue Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Dickcissel, N. Pine Siskin, 
E. Goldfinch, Arctic Towhee, Lark Bunting, W. Grasshopper Spar-
row, W. Vesper Sparrow, W. Lark Sparow, E. Chipping Sparrow, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, W. Field Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, 
Swamp Sparrow, and Dakota Song Sparrow. 
GENERAL NOTES 
The Whooping Crane at Lexington, Dawson County.-Mr. 
Burman Guyer, former game warden for this district, reported see-
ing three Whooping Cranes (Crus americana) at Lexington on 
April 7, 1942. Mr. Guyer has since been taken into the Service.-
EDDIE BROWN, Kearney, Nebr. 
An Early Record for Black and White Warbler at Omaha, 
Douglas County.-On March 21st we observed a Black and White 
Warbler (Mniotilta varia) at close range, in Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
This is by far the earliest date that we have ever observed this spe-
cies.-MRS. G. W. LOOMIS and MRS. S. A. PERKINS, Omaha, 
Nebr. 
Occurrence of Lark Buntings in Seward County During 
the Breeding Season.-On June 23, 1932, on the West "0" Street 
road, about straight north of Beaver Crossing, in Seward County, 
we saw large numbers of the Lark Buntings (Calamospiza melano-
corys), both males and females being present. The males were sing-
ing as I have observed them to do in western Nebraska where they 
nest regularly, and it is thought that perhaps they might also be 
nesting in this locality. The date would seem to be rather late to ex-
pect mIgratory birds in this area.-L. M. GATES, Lincoln, Nebr. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE 
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
Organiz;ed December 16, 1889 
Retiring Presid.ent 
1899 Lincoln, December 16 .................................. Lawrence Bruner 
1901 Omaha, January 12 ............................................. .1. S. TrostIer 
1902 Lincoln, February L .......................................... E. H. Barbour 
1903 Lincoln, January 24 .................................................. 1. M. Bates 
1904 Lincoln, January 30 ........................................ F. H. Shoemaker 
1905 Omaha, December 3L ........................................ R. H. Wolcott 
1906 Lincoln, December 29 ............................................ Wilson Tout 
1907 Lincoln, January 19 .............................................. S. R. Towne 
1908 Bellevue, May 8 .................................................... M. H. Swenk 
1909 Lincoln, May 14 .................................................... August Eiche 
1910 Peru, April 29 ................................................ H. B. Duncanson 
1911 Lincoln, May 5 .................................................... Louis Sessions 
1912 Lincoln, May 1O .................................................... H. B. Lowry 
1913 Lincoln, May 9 ........................................................ D. C. Hilton 
1914 Lincoln, May 15 .............................................. Lawrence Bruner 
1915 Omaha, May 7 .................................................... T. C. Stephens 
1916 Omaha, May 5 .................................................. R. W. Dawson 
1917 Lincoln, May 4 .................................................... R. H. Wolcott 
1918 Omaha, May 1O .................................................... C. E. Mickel 
1919 Hastings, May 9 ................................................ A. M. Brooking 
1920 Lincoln, May 14 ...................................................... C. A. Black 
1921 Omaha, May 13 ................................................... .H. B. Lowry 
1922 Lincoln, May 19 .................................................... H. Hapeman 
1923 Fairbury, May lL .......................... Mrs. Addison E. Sheldon 
1924 Lincoln, May 9 .................................................... R. H. Wolcott 
1925 Superior, May 8 .................................................. R. H. Wolcott 
1926 Omaha, May 14 .......... , ......................... Mrs. C. W. McCaskill 
192 7 Hastings, May 13 ...................................................... C. K. Hart 
1928 Lincoln, May 11 .................................................. L. H. Watson 
1929 Sioux City, Iowa, May 1O ............................ Mrs. A. H. Jones 
1930 Omaha, May 16 .................................... Miss Mary St. Martin 
1931 Lincoln, May 15 .................................................... F. G. Callins 
1932 Hastings, May 13 .................................................. L. O. Horsky 
1933 Fairbury, May 12 .................................... Miss Susie Callaway 
1934 Omaha, May 18 ........................................ Mrs. L. H. McKillip 
1935 Sioux City, Iowa, May 10 ...................... Miss Mary Ellsworth 
1936 North Platte, May 15 ........................................... .L. M. Gates 
1937 Hastings, May 2L .................................. Mrs. H. C. Johnston 
1938 Superior, May 13 ................................................ H. E. Weakly 
1939 North Platte, May 12.. .............................. George E. Hudson 
1940 Omaha, May 1O .................................................... Fred Eastman 
1941 Hastings, May 9 ................................................ P. W. Haecker 
1942 Omaha, May 16 ............................................ Mrs. Wilson Tout 
